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On July 1, 2005, eleven years after the 
Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act 

(CSPA) became effective, Senate Bill 83 established 
a commission to study the effectiveness of the act and, 
where appropriate, to recommend standards that better 
preserve the public waters of the state.  The Commission 
was  comprised of 24 members representing a variety 
of stakeholders including the General Court, the 
conservation community, the regulatory community, 
natural resource scientists, agricultural 
interests, business and economic 
interests, and members of the general 
public. The final Commission report 
was delivered to the legislature at the 
end of November 2006.

After reviewing the current standards established under 
the CSPA together with current trends in shoreline 
development and water quality, the Commission 
found that the CSPA in its current form does not offer 
adequate protection to the state’s surface waters and 
shorelands.  Natural, vegetated buffers within the 
protected shoreland continue to be lost or degraded, 
putting surface water quality at increased risk.  This 
degradation in quality adversely impacts human use as 
well as the ecological value of surface waters.

Among the more significant findings of the Commission 
were the following:

• The lack of sufficient DES funding  to support 

Squam Lakes Association
P.O. Box 204
Holderness, NH  03245 

(603) 968-7336
e-mail: info@squamlakes.org

Address Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
HOLDERNESS, NH

PERMIT #6

Squam: New Hampshire’s Quiet Lakes

the necessary levels of outreach, education, and 
enforcement.
•    The lack of education of both local officials 
and the general public as to CSPA standards.
•    The absence of clear delegation of 
responsibility for ensuring that standards of the CSPA 
are upheld through both state and local permitting 
processes and enforcement.
• The lack of consistency in minimum primary 

structure setbacks and building density 
limits among municipalities.
•  The basal area method of 
measuring the Natural Woodland 
Buffer, and requirement to maintain 
50% density of trees and saplings over 
a 20-year period is unduly difficult for 

both the landowner and the regulatory community.
•    The continued expansion of existing non-
conforming structures and excessive development 
within the primary building setback.
•       Confusion related to the jurisdiction of the 
CSPA versus the Wetland Act.
•    Significant quantities of contaminants and 
nutrients continue to enter the protected waters 
through unprotected tributaries.
•    The lack of incentives to encourage innovative 
approaches to shoreland protection.

In response to these and other findings, the Commission 
recommended that legislation be introduced to effect 
the following specific changes: 

SLA 2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Boat Rentals Open - Weekends Only Until June 17th

Volunteer Trail Day Location and Time TBD

Lightning Sailing Races Start
Diamond Ledge 2:00 - 4:00, every Sunday until August 20th

Wildlife Census at Church Island 8:00 am

Hike for the Trails Day at Mt. Morgan Trailhead 8:00 am

Annual Kids Canoe Day Races at Ashland Town Beach 10:00 am

SLA Annual Meeting at SLA Resource Center 4:30 pm

Around the Lake Sailing Race at Piper Cove 2:00 pm

Lightning Sailing Regatta
Diamond Ledge 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Volunteer Luncheon at SLA Resource Center 12:00 pm

May 5

June 2 

July 8

July 21

July 21

July 25

August 4

August 5

August 25 & 
26

September 1

Calendar subject to change.  Call (603) 968-7336 for the latest information
Enclosed- 2007 JSLA & CYSP 

Information and Registration Form.  
Register today!
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C O M P R E H E N S I V E 
SHORELAND PROTECTION 
A C T  C O M M I S S I O N 
REPORT

By Robert Snelling
Commission Member Representing 
the New Hampshire Association of 

Regional Planning Commissions

M E M B E R  A D D R E S S 
CHANGES

The office is requesting that 
those SLA members who 
have changed their address 
to contact our office.  Also 
if you have separate winter 
and summer addresses please 
let us know the dates you are 
in residence at each address.  
SLA is fined 70 cents for every 
piece of forwarded bulk mail. 
You can either call the office 
at (603) 968-7336 or e-mail 
carolsnelling@squamlakes.
org.

Continued on Page 2

“...the CSPA in its current 
form does not offer adequate 

protection to the state’s surface 
waters and shorelands.”



The Squam Lakes Association is dedicated to 
conserving for the public benefit the natural 
beauty, peaceful character and unique resource 
values of the lakes and surrounding area.  In 
cooperation with local and state authorities and 
other conservation organizations, the Association 
promotes the protection, careful use and shared 
enjoyment of the lakes, mountains, forests, open 
spaces and wildlife of the Squam Lakes region.

THE 2006 SQUAM LAKES PRELIMINARY LAKES LAY 
MONITORING PROGRAM SUMMARY

BY THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CENTER FOR FRESHWATER BIOLOGY
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Weekly water quality data were 
collected in Squam Lake and Little 
Squam Lake between June 5 and 
September 5, 2006. Generally 
speaking, the water clarities were 
shallowest early in the year and 
reflected a series of heavy storm 
events that passed through New 
Hampshire. While short term water 
quality reductions were common 
among the Squam and Little Squam 
sampling locations in 2006, the 
overall water quality remained high 
as summarized in the table below.  

Abbreviated Summary

As in the past, the Squaw Cove 
sampling stations, Sites 9A Inner 
Squaw Cove and 9B Outer Squaw 
Cove, continued to exhibit some of 
the shallowest water transparency 
measurements documented in 
Squam Lake.  The Little Squam 
Lake sampling stations, as well 
as, the Squam Lake sampling sites 
located in Cotton Cove and near 
Piper Cove also exhibited shallower 
water transparency measurements 
relative to other regions around 
Squam Lake. On the other hand, 
the more open water sampling 
station near Loon Reef and the 
sampling site near Kent Island were 

prohibits the removal of vegetation 
and natural ground cover under 
3 feet in height areas within 50 
feet of the reference line.  Within 
the area between 50 and 150 feet 
from the reference line 50% of the 
area outside the impervious area 
footprint shall remain undisturbed.
•    The total constructed, 
impervious surface area within a lot 
shall not exceed 20% of the area of 
the lot located within the protected 
shoreland. This percentage may 
be increased up to a maximum of 
30% through other run-off control 
actions.   
•    The full protection of the 
CSPA shall be extended to all 
third order and higher streams as 
identified by the NH Hydrologic 
Database. The current exemption 
for the Saco and Pemigewasset 
Rivers shall be eliminated.
•    The language which 
eliminates restrictions on the 
density of development in areas 
serviced by municipal sewer should 
be removed.
•    A number of other 
clarifications to address ambiguities 
in the current act.

These recommendations must now 
be introduced the State Legislature, 
hopefully to be considered in the 
upcoming legislative session.

characterized by some of the higher 
(i.e. clearer) water transparency 
measurements documented in the 
Squam Lakes
As expected, regions of shallower 
water transparency, particularly in 
Little Squam Lake and in Cotton 
Cove, were characterized by 
elevated levels of microscopic 
plant abundance that is at times 
visually perceivable as greener 
water. Water transparency in Squaw 
Cove tended to coincide with 
higher concentrations of tea colored 
waters that will naturally reduce 
water transparency and are an 
indication of wetland drainage 
around the Squaw Cove region.

For more information or a copy of 
the complete report, please contact 
SLA.    
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CHANGES TO THE 
BOATING EDUCATION 

PROGRAM 
The NH House passed a bill in 
June 2006 that requires everyone 
after January 1, 2007, to take a 
proctored examination in order to 
receive a New Hampshire boating 
education certificate.  It also 
requires everyone to get a minimum 
of 80 percent on the examination.  
There are three ways to obtain 
full certification: NH Division of 
Safety Services (DSS) offers an 
eight-hour class followed by a 
written exam, a home study course 
can be purchased at local marinas, 
or you can take the course online 
at www.boat-ed.com\nh. The 
online and home study course will 
allow you to study, take pre-tests, 
and receive a course completion 
slip.  Upon completion, call 1-888-
254-2125 to schedule a time for a 
proctored examination at any of 
the numerous DSS locations.  

This year, DSS is offering four 
separate classes at the SLA 
Resource Center: March 10, 
April 7, May 5, and June 9.  Each 
class is from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.  
Pre-registration is required.  To 
register or for more information, 
call 1-888-254-2125 or visit http://
www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/ss/
boatinged/index.html.
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• Permitting fees to be 
assessed as necessary to fund 
additional staff  and operating 
expenses  to implement the CSPA 
at an estimated annual cost of $750, 
000.
• The setback for primary 
structures from protected waters 
shall be at least 50 feet in all 
municipalities.
• The Act shall clearly state 
that all necessary state and local 
permits shall be obtained prior to 
the commencement of any activity 
within the protected Shoreland.
• The DES shall adopt rules 
establishing standard information 
to be submitted with all requests 
for permits, variances and waivers  
under the act  whether made 
to a municipal, county or state 
regulatory authority. 
• Building within the 
protected shoreland in towns that 
do not have local zoning ordinances 
shall require a permit through the 
DES.
•    No permit shall be issued 
by any municipal or state agency if 
it fails to comply with the language 
or intent of the CSPA.
•    The current methodology 
for measuring and maintaining 
the Natural Woodland Buffer shall  
be replaced with a method that 
allows a managed cut of trees, 
measured with a point system, and 

CSPA COMMISSION REPORT (cont.)



of Birch Island. Washburn’s map 
was particularly important in 
helping to obtain accurate shoreline 
measurements as land conservation 
initiatives continued during the next 
few years. 

Mr. Washburn leaves, Barbara, his 
wife of 67 years, a son, two daughters,  
nine grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren.  

SWAMP WALK FACE LIFT 
PLANNED FOR 2007

The Swamp Walk was first built 
33 years ago through a partnership 
between the SLA and the Squam 
Lakes Natural Science Center 
(SLNSC).  Since that time it has 
become one of the SLA’s most 
visited trails.  The trail  takes 
users on a 700 foot long raised 
bog bridge through the usually 
inaccessible swamp connecting 
the East and West portions of 
Chamberlain Reynolds Memorial 
Forest (CRMF).  CRMF, a 159 
acre property with 7,200 feet of 
shoreline, fantastic beaches, and an 
18 acre swamp was donated to the 
New England Forestry Foundation 
(NEFF) in 1953 by John 
C. Wister.  The SLA in 
partnership with NEFF 
began managing the 
recreational use of the 
property in 1960.

The last major renovation of the 
Swamp Walk was performed in 
1995.  Since that time the walk 
has weathered many cold New 
Hampshire winters, hot summers, 
and many, many feet and wheels.   
By far the greatest stress to the 
Swamp Walk has been the very 
high water of the past couple of 
years. The combination of high 
water and traffic across the Walk 
during these periods has begun to 
rip the Walk apart.  

The Walk has been temporarily 
repaired since the 
photo shown above 
but now needs to 
be replaced in order 
to maintain a safe 

enjoyable environment for families 
and other users of the walk.  The 
SLA has begun to raise funds and 
apply for grants to perform a major  
renovation of the Swamp Walk, 
scheduled for late August 2007.  The 
anticipated cost of the renovation 
is around $34,000 in labor and 
materials.  If you would like to help 
with this project or to donate funds 
please contact the SLA.  

 

 Lamprey & 
 Lamprey Realtors®, Inc.
 249 Whittier Highway
 Center Harbor, NH 

1-(800)834-5759 or 253-8131
  

Supporters of conservation in the 
Lakes Region for 59 years and counting

www.lampreyandlamprey.com
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S Q U A M  R E M E M B E R S 
BRADFORD WASHBURN

2007 SQUAM LAKES 
CAMPING
Campsite reservations are now 
being accepted.  Mail in or fax 
requests have been accepted since 
January 8th. Reservations were 
selected randomly on January 
22nd.  Beginning on February 5th, 
reservations may be placed by 
phone, in person, on the camping 
section of SLA’s website, by mail, 
or by fax.  Advanced reservations 
are limited to one weekend campsite 
per family per month for July 
and August. Additional weekend 
reservations for July or August will 
be accepted after April 1st. 

This year we are again providing one 
bundle of wood per night with each 
camping reservation. Additional 
bundles will be available at a central 
location for an additional fee of $3/ 
bundle if picked up at SLA or $6/ 
bundle if picked up at the camping 
location. 

The camping season begins May 1st 
and ends October 8th.  For further 
information contact Carol Snelling 
at 603-968-7336 ext. 11 or e-mail  
carolsnelling@squamlakes.org.

  

Family camping at the Wister 1 site.  Camp this 
year at one of SLA’s backcountry sites.  

Bradford Washburn, an explorer 
and cartographer and founding 
director of the Museum of Science 
in Boston, died Wednesday, January 
10th at his home in Lexington, MA. 
He was 96. 

An accomplished mountaineer, 
photographer and cartographer from 
his teenage years ,he spent much of 
his early climbing career at Squam 
where, in the 1920’s, his family 
stayed in the aptly named Everest 
cabin at Rockywold Camp. In 
1925, Washburn convinced a group 
of younger Rockywold cohorts to 
help him build a cabin and lookout 
tower on top of the 2,220-foot-
high Mount Morgan. Brad’s team 
of young bushwhackers also laid 
out the Cliff Trail to the summit of 
Morgan, where they made crude 
ladders for the rock face from trees 
cuts on the spot. 

During the winters of 1961 to 
1963, Mr. Washburn made a major 
contribution to conservation efforts 
at Squam by mapping the first 
complete chart of the larger lake 
with a team of researchers including 
his wife Barbara, Malcolm “Tink” 
Taylor, Peter G. Hodges, and 
students from the Holderness School 
for Boys. Using fixed positions on 
the ice, Washburn was able to make 
depth soundings with far more 
accuracy than would have been 
possible from a boat. As a result 
of the team effort, Squam is one of 
the most accurately and thoroughly 
documented small lakes in the 
United States. The team recorded 
the deepest point, at ninety-nine 
feet (at mean low water), just east 
of Deephaven Reef and northwest 

The Swamp Walk pictured after high water has broken sections of it up.

Left: The Swamp Walk 
is a great area for 
teaching children 
about the swamp 
environment and its 
many inhabitants, 
wildlife viewing, 
birding, bike riding, 
blueberry picking, 
and just relaxing in 
the sun at the bench 
provided next to the 
trail.  

Bradford Washburn on top of Mount 
Morgan.  Washburn is also responsiblefoor 
the accurate mapping of the Squam and 
Presidential Ranges.  Photo by Tink Taylor. 

Lakes Region 

Offices in:

Center Harbor

Wolfeboro

Ossipee

Alton
Est. 1954

Affiliate Who’s Who 
in Luxury Real Estate

www.maxfieldrealestate.com
877-705-2424  •  603-253-9360

High Water and foot traffic 
have caused the popular 
Swamp Walk to rip apart.  



SUPPORT SLA: CONSIDER PLANNED GIVING
Non-profi t organizations such as the SLA rely heavily on the fi nancial support of our membership. This 
support allows the organization to remain viable and to continue our mission of protecting and conserving 
the Squam Lakes Watershed.  There are a wide variety of planned giving options that provide opportunities 
for donors to recognize charitable organizations while fulfi lling their personal fi nancial needs.  For further 
information please contact your fi nancial advisor or attorney and consider a gift to the SLA.
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Junior SLA is back for more fun 
as it has been since 1955!  JSLA 
programs enlighten youth entering 
grades three through nine about 
the Squam Lakes area with hiking, 
canoeing, kayaking, camping, 
orienteering, group initiatives, 
ecology games, and more.  

The Squam Conservation Corps 
(SCC) is available for teens in grades 
nine through 12.  This one-week 
internship-type adventure includes 
outdoor volunteer opportunities 
such  as  t ra i l  main tenance , 
weedwatching, and water quality 
monitoring, working alongside 

HAVING FUN WITH SLA’S 2007 YOUTH PROGRAMS

Your View...

Since 1971, catering off-site events
throughout the Granite State.

Sales & Events Dept. 603.238.2888 / 1.866.theCman
www.theCmaninn.com / www.theCman.com

Artwork by Kirsten Carruth

Uncommon Catering

Our Common Man Fare.

SLA staff biologists.  Kayaking 
and campouts add recreation to the 
service learning.  
Learn to sail or improve your 
skills with our award-winning 
Community Youth Sailing Program 
(CYSP).  This instructional program 
is for both novice and experienced 
young sailors, ages eight to 16.  

Please see the insert in this newsletter 
for more information about youth 
programs and registration forms.  
For more information, please 
contact Director of Programs 
Deb Kure at (603) 968-7336 or 
debkure@squamlakes.org.    

Supporting your 
independence at home 

in Central and Northern 
New Hampshire

•RN Case management
•Geriatric Case Manager
•Chaperoned doctor    
  visits
•Skilled Nursing 
 Services
•Home Health Aides
•Respite Care

Call us today and see if we can 
meet your loved ones needs 
to maintain independence 

and dignity in the comfort of your 
home.

603-346-4214
www.LiveFreeHomeHealthCare.com

Left:  Young sailors learning the ropes in SLA’s sailing program!

SLA WELCOMES DEB KURE
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS

Below:  JSLA campers accomplishing a challenging and fun hike.

Hello Everybody  --  I’m Deb Kure 
and am delighted to be working 
with SLA in the newly-created 
Director of Programs position.  
I’ll be coordinating the Volunteer, 
Youth and Outreach programs. I am  
looking forward to getting to know 
all of you who volunteer, sharing 
your efforts, and communicating 
with you.  I’m impressed with 
the range of conservation, census 
and trail monitoring activities 
in which volunteers support 
SLA.  I’m excitedly anticipating 
and preparing for this summer’s 
Youth Programs with the sailing, 
paddling, exploring, camping,  and 
skills with which they enrich the 
students’ summers 
and beyond.  I’ll 
enjoy planning 
the community 
outreach events, 
and developing new educational 
outreach programs.
  
I grew up in a rural area near 
Syracuse, NY, with the Adirondacks 
as our backyard.  Studying Geology 
at the University of Rochester 
anchored my enthusiasm for 
natural science interpretation with 
students and adults.  I worked as a 
seasonal outdoor science instructor 
for six years at eight different 
outdoor centers, science schools, 

camps and ranches in each area of 
the US.  For the last six years, I’ve 
been working in the Education 
Division of the Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles County 
as an Outreach Instructor while 

volunteering with 
the Forest Service 
as a Fire Tower 
Lookout.  While 
I miss fi eld trips 

along the San Andreas Fault, my 
husband Brian and I are relieved to 
be back in New England and back 
in a water-based ecosystem!  I am 
stunned with the views of Squam 
Lake and its surrounding ranges 
and the otters and eagles that we 
observe from our offi ce windows!

Here’s to SLA’s next 100 Years!, 
Deb
debkure@squamlakes.org
(603) 968-7336  ext. 19

Dedicated to Professional Real 
Estate Services in the Lakes and 

Mountains Region since 1932.

Member of Who’s 
Who in Luxury 

Real Estate.  

(603)968 -7615
Squam Lake Office

at Curry Place
P.O. Box 550

Holderness, NH  03245

New Hampshire 
Colonials Realty

www.squamlake.com

Left: SLA’s newest staff member 
Director of Programs Deb Kure.

“Out of all the paths you take in life, 
make sure some of them are dirt.”
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LeftSquam Conservation Corps 
members taking water quality 

measurements.   

New Director of Programs Deb 
Kure is eager to meet and work 

with the Squam community.  


