Squam Watershed Terrestrial
Invasive Identification Guide
Oriental Bittersweet - Celastrus orbiculatus

http://mdocs.skidmore.edu

https://ncadvertiser.com

Tannish, furrowed vine

Yellow capsule surrounding an orange–
red pod, alternate, ovate, bluntly toothed
leaves

http://www.womenowningwoodlands.net

Deciduous vine reaching heights of 40-60’. Prefers disturbed areas, roadsides, fields, forests and along rivers and streams.

Oriental Bittersweet invasion, very aggressive, climbs other trees and smothers
them

Japanese Barberry - Berberis thunbergii

Ovate, simple leaves, berries turning red in
the summer

Small yellowish flowers, bloom in May, in
clusters of 2-4, Has thorny stems

https://www.gardenia.net

https://www.flickr.com

https://commons.wikimedia.org

Deciduous shrub, 2 - 4.5’ tall. Prefers well drained soils in semi shade and often occurring in forests, roadsides, and open fields.

Forms dense thickets where it becomes established

Japanese Knotweed - Polygonum cuspidatu

Small whitish flowers forming panicles in
August through September

Greenish-red, hollow jointed stems

https://osu.pb.unizin.org

http://www.nyis.info

https://www.phlorum.com

Perennial reaching 10’ in height. Found in woodland sites, open spaces, ditches, roadsides, and riverbanks.

Alternate, broadly ovate, 3-7” long leaves

The Squam Lakes Association is dedicated to conserving for the public benefit the natural beauty, peaceful character, and
resources of the watershed. In collaboration with local and state partners the SLA promotes the protection, careful use
and shared enjoyment of the lakes, mountains, forests, open spaces and wildlife of the Squam Lakes region.
If you would like to get involved with our terrestrial invasive plant removal initiatives at the SLA or have any question
about the different invasive species that are found within the Squam Lakes watershed please email info@squamlakes.org,
check our website, https://www.squamlakes.org/terrestrialinvasives, or call us at 603-968-7336.
Squam Lakes Association PO Box 204 Holderness, NH 03245 Phone: 603 968-7332 Fax: 603 9687444

Burning Bush - Euonymus alatus

Burning bush in summer versus in the
winter

https://www.flickr.com

http://tnipc.org

http://plantperfect.com

Deciduous shrub reaching 20’ in height and width. Prefers dry upland soil, full sun to heavy shade.

Oppositely arranged, simple and elliptical
leaves that turn red in the fall

Fruit are fleshy capsules that turn red in
the fall

Multiflora Rose - Rosa multiflora

Clusters of white or pink flowers, June
through July, Rose hips turn red in fall

Multiflora Rose invasion

http://www.mda.state.mn.us

https://en.wikipedia.org/

http://www.mda.state.mn.us

Hardy shrub and climber reaching up to 15’ or more in height and 10’ in width. Prefers moist, well drained soils and full sun.

Alternately arranged leaves, compound
with 7-9 leaflets.

Autumn Olive - Elaeagnus umbellata

Elliptical, 2-3” long leaves, glossy, green
in color with a silver-green color below

Silvery gray and smooth bark, red fleshy
berries

Autumn Olive in the environment

http://adkinvasives.com

http://ouroneacrefarm.com

http://ouroneacrefarm.com

Weedy deciduous shrub. Silvery gray and smooth bark. Grows in open spaces exposed to full sun.

Invasive Honeysuckle - Lonicera spp.

Yellow, white, or pink flowers from May
to early June

https://gobotany.newenglandwild.org

https://mdc.mo.gov/

https://ohioline.osu.edu

Deciduous shrub reaching up to 20’ in height. Grows in forest understories, tolerating shade from other plants.

Fleshy red fruit (black fruit if Japanese
honeysuckle) forming in pairs on the leaf
axis

Oppositely arranged, simple and elliptic, 13” long by half as wide leaves

